
10 Things every teenage boy needs to know 
 
1.  There are no shortcuts to respect. Shortcuts to 
popularity? Maybe. Shortcuts to hype/cred/fame/swag? 
Sure, whatever.  But shortcuts to respect? None. You earn 
it or you don’t. You earn it by giving it to people that 
deserve it. You earn it by giving it to people that don’t. Men, 
women, kids, the elderly. Teachers, parents, the greeter at 
Walmart. You earn it by the way you carry yourself. The 
sooner you realize it’s what you really want, the quicker you 
can quit looking for shortcuts that don’t exist. Read 
Matthew 7:12, 1 Peter 2:17 
 
2.  Person not parts. Often, you will look at a woman.  Your 
teenage years are a good time to master the habit of seeing 
a person that God has created and not just body parts. The 
girl you’re checking out not only has a nice butt – she also 
has a name, a personality, parents, goals, is a child of God, 
has dreams, and a life that doesn’t involve your staring. 
Plus, that respect thing will be easier if you look her in the 
eyes first.  Read Matthew 5:28 
 
3. Hang in there; no matter how bad it feels right now, it 
will pass. If you thought the last lesson was hard, this one’s 
even harder. There will be breakups, friends that betray and 
the spreading of gossip, which can feel like the most 
devastating things in the moment. But as hard as they are, 
and as bad as you may feel: IT WILL PASS. Don’t be afraid 
to cry out for help, talk to God, talk to someone you love, 
and to reach out.  Read Psalm 18:6 
 
4.  Laziness is a disease. Other men will treat it that way 
too. Men may disagree with your opinion, your values, or 
your lifestyle and still give you some credibility. Let them 
believe you’re lazy, and you might as well not open your 
mouth again. They’re not listening. Read Proverbs 10:4 

 

5.  There is fine line between confidence and arrogance, 
but a canyon between confidence and insecurity. Act like 
you’re supposed to be there. When you believe yourself, others 
believe you too. People look for someone willing to take on 
challenges, willing to say ‘I got this.’ Be real, be yourself, but be 
the best version of yourself that God has made you to be.  
Read Isaiah 41:10 
 
6.  Whatever you’ve been asked to do, do just a little bit 
more. Exceed expectations. If Dad asks you to wash the 
dishes, wash them AND take out the trash.  I know this sounds 
like nothing but extra work.  But in business, this gets you new 
customers. In basketball, this improves your free throw 
percentage. In relationships, it builds trust and responsibility. 
The difference between ordinary and extraordinary is only five 
letters. Just a little ‘extra.’  Read Ephesians 6:2-3 
 
7.  Women do not think like you do. You think you look cool 
because you’re wearing a new shirt. She thinks you look cool 
because you actually ironed it. You think ‘I love you’ means ‘I 
think you’re fun.’ But she’s thinking about words like ‘forever’ 
and ‘always’ and ‘The Notebook.’ So watch your tongue and go 
back to #1 RESPECT.  God has made both men and women 
uniquely different.  Read Genesis 1:27 
 
8. Speak up. Sometimes you have something meaningful to 
say. Say it. Say it where people can hear you. Speak up! Speak 
up when you say hello, when you ask the girl for her number, 
when you’re answering a question. Raise your voice as a 
faithful witness to Christ and the cross. Read Romans 10:9 

9. God has an amazing plan for your life.  It might be easy 
to forget that good things really can happen.  It’s easy to be 
filled with fears and worries in the moment, and doubt God’s 
great plans and purpose for our life. Sometimes we settle for 
an okay life, because we don’t believe there’s something 
better. God has a plan! Believe it, and then live it.  Read 
Jeremiah 29:11 
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10. Real men. For the rest of your life, you’re going to hear 
about all kinds of real men. They are going to be 
described to you as men with superhuman strength, 
impeccable taste in fashion, loads of cash, and the charm 
that every woman wants. You’re going to hear how real 
men wear pink, real men drive Fords or Chevys or 
Porsches, real men grow beards, real men drink this, or 
go here, or use that. God has formed you from the very 
beginning to be a real man.  A real man of God doesn't 
seek to promote himself, but seeks to glorify Christ in 
everything he does or says. Read John 7:18 
 

 
GOING FURTHER - Resources 

All books are available for checkout in the Church Library or 
for purchase in the Church Bookstore 

 
Recommended Books: 
 
A Young Man's Guide to Making Right Choices: Your 
Life God's Way by Jim George 
Equip young men for a critical journey as they grow toward 
maturity in Christ!  
 
Checklist for Life for Teens by Thomas Nelson  
 
The Young Man in the Mirror: A Rite of Passage into 
Manhood by Patrick Morley 
Learn about family relationships, sexual temptation, 
direction, how to treat young women, integrity, and more. 
 

GOING FURTHER – Church Support 
Connecting with Christian friends and support are key.  Check 
out the active list of youth events happening at St Paul.  
www.stpaulfalls.com 
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http://www.christianbook.com/young-mirror-rite-passage-into-manhood/patrick-morley/9780805426410/pd/26418?event=4542TB|1222957|4542
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